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conclusion, <( so long as negotiation shall be continued
instead of arbitration.}) These are his words, and they
appear to me remarkable. It is equally evident that
the implacable vengeance of the Due de la Vauguyon
arises from his having dared to make love to the Prin-
cess, and his love having been rejected. I shall leave
those who are able to judge of the veracity of these al-
legations; but it is my duty to repeat verbally the fol-
lowing phrase of Baron Reede: <c M. de Calonne is inimical
to us, and his enemy opens his arms to receive us.
What is it that M. de Calonne wishes ? Is it to be Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs ? A successful pacification of the
troubles of Holland would render him more service, in
such case, than the continuation of those troubles, which
may kindle a general conflagration. I demand a cate-
gorical answer to the following question: Should it be
proved to M. de Calonne that the Stadtholder is in real-
ity come over to the side of France, or, which is the
same thing, if he shall be obliged to come over, will he
then be against us ? Has he any private interest which
we counteract ? Is it impossible he should explain him-
self ? The chances certainly are all in his favor against
M. de Breteuil, whom we have continually hated and
despised. Wherefore will he spoil his own game.})

I necessarily answered these questions in terms rather
vague. I informed him that M. de Calonne, in what re-
lated to foreign affairs, continually pursued the line
marked out by M. de Vergennes; that the former, far
from coveting the place of the latter, would support him
with all his power, if, which could not happen, he had
need of his support; that a comptroller-general never
could be desirous of anything but peace and political
tranquillity; that whether M. de Calonne had or had not
particular agents in Holland, was a fact of which I was
ignorant (this Baron Reede positively assured me was
the case, and probably was the reason of his afterward
conceiving the idea of making me their substitute); but
that he would suppose me a madman, should I speak to
him of such a thing; and therefore if, as seemed very
improbable, it were true that the Princess of Orange, on
the recommendation of Baron Reede, should be capable ofnd the
